






The Original Sin of Satan

The Prophet Muhammad (peace

be  up on  h im )  warn ed  th a t

jealousy is a dangerous illness. It

can lead  peop le  to gossip ,

slander, and dethrone others of

their  possessions. Jea lousy

breeds injustice, oppression, and

even violent acts like theft and

murder. Satan, who worshipped

for ages before humans were

c rea ted ,  was cast  ou t  and

condem ned because  o f  h is

spir itual disease, not due to

polytheism or disbelief. Envious

lust led him alone to bad luck.  

Let us recite the words of the Quran

which were uttered by Satan:

"You created me from fire, and him

from clay." (Surah Al-A'raf, 7:12)

In this verse, Satan's arrogance is

evident. Despite being created

from fire, a substance that rises

and seeks superiority, he refused

to prostrate before Adam, who

was created from clay, a humble

material that remains grounded

and lowly.

The Evidence and Statement of

Satan

Satan arrogantly declared, 

"You created me from fire, and him

from clay. I am better than he." 

This display of jealousy caused

a l l  o f  h is  p revious dec l ine

prostrations and adoration, as he
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wa s ca st  o u t  f ro m  Al l a h ' s

presence and deemed accursed.

After being cast out, Satan's

arrogance and envy led him to

defy Al lah once again. In his

conversa tion with Al lah,  he

declared his intention to lead

Adam  and h is  descendan ts

astray, vowing to tempt them

a w a y  f r o m  t h e  p a t h  o f

righteousness. 

He arrogantly proclaimed, 

"I will lie in wait for them on Your

straight path. Then I will come

upon them from in front and

behind and from their right and

their left, and You wil l not find

most of them grateful [to You]."

(Surah Al-A'raf, 7:17)

Satan's arrogance knew no limits

as  he  s ch e me d  t o  c or r up t

humanity and turn them away

from their Creator. His jealousy

fueled his desire to see Adam and

his descendants suffer, blinded by

his own pride and resentment. 

In his twisted logic, he believed

that by leading others astray, he

could somehow elevate himself

above them and defy the will of

God. Despite Satan's best efforts,

his arrogance and envy only led

to his own downfall. His rebellion

against God was rooted in the

very qual ities that caused his

expulsion from the heavens -

"pride, envy, and disobedience."

In his pursuit of  power and

super io r i ty,  he  becam e the

e p i t o m e  o f  e v i l ,  f o r e v e r

condemned to roam the earth as

a deceiver and a tempter. 

As fol lowers of Sufism, let us

heed the lessons of  Satan's
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downfall. Let us guard against the

seductive whispers of pride and

envy that seek to lead us away

from the path of righteousness.

Instead, let us cultivate qualities

o f  hu m il i ty,  g ra t i tu de ,  a nd

submission to the will of God.

By purifying our hearts from the

poison of  envy, jealousy and

arrogance, we can attain true

spiritual enlightenment and draw

closer to the Divine.

In the face of  adversity and

temptation, let us remember the

fate o f  Satan  and  st r ive  to

em ulate the exam ple of  the

Prophet Muhammad (peace be

up o n  h im ) ,  wh o  r e m a in e d

steadfast in his devotion to Allah

despite facing countless trials and

tribulations. Through humility and

submission, we can overcome

the whispers of ego and envy and

w a l k  o n  t h e  p a t h  o f

righteousness, guided by the light

of faith and divine wisdom.

Abu Jahl's Jealousy Towards

the Prophet (PBUH)

What was Abu Jahl's envy about

the Prophet Muhammad (peace

be  u p o n  h im ) ?  W h a t  w a s

Abdullah ibn Abi envious of? And

what about other disbel ieving

leaders? They were all afflicted

with the disease of envy. Let's

m e n t i o n  h o w  d o e s  A l l a h

frequently uproots this deadly

disease from within. 

The Prophet Muhammad (peace

be upon him) said: 

"How the disease of jealousy transferred

from the nations (Christians & Jew)

before you is making its hath

among the followers of Islam! I do
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not say that it shaves hair, That is

the shaver." (Tirmidhi)

Envy Among Scholars and

Saints... Why? 

It  has been found that th is

disease is highly dangerous. This

pe r i l o u s  d ise a se  is  f o u n d

everywhere , bu t  i t  is m ore

prevalent among scholars and

saints. For  example, why do

people often offer more charity to

a certain individual? Why are they

more devoted to their disciple?

Why do so many people pray

behind them ? These fool ish

individuals envy them because

they cannot reach their level.

Some criticize, some find faults,

and some conspire against them,

whether it  is in the f ie l d of

medicine, politics, or anywhere

else. Hence, it seems as if every

member of society is afflicted with

this deadly ailment. Therefore,

Allah Almighty has taught us to

seek refuge from envy and has

instructed us to recite the two

pro tec t ive  chap te rs,  Surah

Al-Falaq and Surah An-Nas. 

W e  ha ve  b ee n  tau g h t  th e

following supplication:

"And from the evil of the envier

when he envies." (Al-Alaq, 5)

Let us seek refuge from the envy

of the envious.

Remedy for the Devastations of Envy

This disease of envy corrupts a

person's soul, therefore, to avoid

it, one should remember Allah

frequently in a subtle manner so

that one can be saved from this

vile, crude, and  destruc tive

disease. Envy is the opposite of

contentm ent. Therefore, one
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should strive to be contented and

avoid envy. And one should

supplicate: "O Allah!  You have

granted me success, I am a great

sinner, grant me success as well,

You have given me the ability to

teach the Quran, to teach the

Hadith, to serve the creation, I am

unworthy, have mercy on me too,

and  grant  m e the  ab il i ty to

surpass Satan and serve Your

creation." Therefore, one should

aim for contentment, not envy.

Along with envy, there is another

d i s e a s e ,  w h i c h  i s  c a l l e d

stinginess. Stinginess is also a

very dangerous disease. 

Extremely Close-Fisted & Covetous

A covetous person was eating

rice with sugar on them when a

fly came. It quickly grabbed a tiny

grain of sugar and flew away.

Now he was worried. He put the

plate aside and ran towards the

fly to snatch the grain. With

determination, he caught the fly.

He thought, "This fly has caused

me so m uch loss, now I wil l

sk il l fu l l y snatch the g rain. "

Sometimes he tried to grab the

g r a i n  w i t h  a  n e e d l e ,  a n d

sometimes with fingers. Finally,

when he failed to snatch the grain,

he swallowed the grain along with

the fly, so that it could taste the

sweetness of the sugar. Therefore,

he is said, the stingy person. 

A stingy person is one who does not

spend even when there is a need. 

In the Holy Quran, there are two

words, one is stingy or miser, and

the other is spendthrifts. 

"Indeed, the wasteful are brothers

of the devils." (Surah Al-Isra, 27)
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(Without a doubt, those who

spend excessively (miserly) are

indeed the brothers of the devils).

Miserly individuals are cal led

stingy because when they spend

their wealth on righteous deeds,

they feel pain. However, when

they spend on sinful activities,

t h ey  f ee l  n o  r em or se .  F o r

instance, those who indulge in

gambling, playing cards, smoking,

and other vile deeds waste their

wealth and time. A miser does not

spend on good deeds or evi l

deeds. He argues with a seller

over a discount of five rupees,

while he easily spends a rupee on

trivial purchases.

The Path of Moderation and

Balance

The Holy Quran Guides:

"And those who, when they

spend, are neither extravagant

nor niggardly, but hold a medium

(way) between those (extremes)."

(Surah Al-Furqan, 25:67)

"And those who, when they

spend, are neither extravagant

nor miserly but hold a balance

between those (extrem es)."

(Surah Al-Furqan, 25:67)

The Quran has praised those

who choose moderation. Being

con ten t  wi th  su f f ic iency is

commendable, while taking from

extravagance or being miserly is

incorrect. Islam is a religion of

moderation. Spending on food,

c l o th ing ,  and chi l d ren  is  a

necessity for humans. But if ,

instead  o f  th is ,  one  keeps

accumulating money by pinching

pennies and neglects to provide

for his wife and children's lawful
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needs, then it is a curse. The

Prophet Muhammad (peace be

upon him) severely condemned

miserliness. It is also mentioned

in the Holy Quran that sufficiency

is a good habit. Islam is a religion

of moderation, and moderation

means a balanced approach.

Therefore, the wise say,  

"Spread the cloth according to the

size of the legs." 


Hadith You Should Know

Narrated by Abdullah ibn Amr

(may Allah be pleased with him):

The Prophet Muhammad (peace

be upon him) said:

"  "

"Allah loves that when one of you

does a job, he does it thoroughly and

professionally." (Sunan Ibn Majah)



Hadith on Tawakkul



 " 



" 

Narrated Anas (may Al lah be

pleased with him): The Prophet

(peace be upon him) said, "When

you  ask  Al l ah , ask Him  for

Al-Firdaus, for it is the middle and

highest part of Paradise, and

above it is the Throne of the Most

Merciful, and from it originate the

r ivers o f  Paradise ."  (Sah ih

al-Bukhari)
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Zakat, derived from the root word

zaka (literally meaning increase).

In Arabic dictionary meaning it is

a good fertile land. Syed Abul A'la

Maududi in his book 

( Is l am ic  Econom ics)  wr ites

"Literal  meaning of  Zakat is

increase and purity".

Sharia'ah Meaning

According to Syed Abul A'la

Maududi Zakat is that monetary

w o r s h i p  w h i c h  i s  l e v i e d

compulsorily on every Muslim

h a v i n g  w e a l t h  a b o ve  a n

exemption l imit ( ) for the

purpose that he pur if ies his

weal th ( ) and soul  ( ) by

discharging the right of Al lah

(SWT) and his servants ( ).

Furthermore, in the society where

he l ives,. grow love & favour,

ge n e r o usn e ss  a n d  m utu a l

cooperation & equity rather than

stinginess, selfishness, malice

etc.

Quranic Ayat Concerning Zakat

In Quran Zakat ( ) is mentioned

like Salat ( ). 

Indeed only he who is purified

( f rom  the  a f f l ic t ions o f  h is

ill-commanding self and pollution

of sins) will triumph, (87:14)

Zakat increases wealth in this

world and also increases reward

( )  in the hereafter ( ).

Treasure of Islamic State:
Zakat

Prof. Dr. Muhammad Azeem Farooqi
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Allah eliminates usury (i.e 

depr ives usur ious p rof its of

prosperous growth) and multiplies

alms gifts (i.e increases blessings

of clean wealth manifold through

charity donations) (2:276)

When one pays Zakat, his wealth

becomes purified and he remains

safe from loss & calamities. He

attains purity of soul (  ).



Collect from their wealth alms

(Zakat - the Alms-due) so that by

these (alms) you may purify them

(o f  their  sins)  and  (by th is

purification of faith and riches)

bestow upon them  b less ing

(9:103)

Opinion of Jurists ()

In his book  (Islam ic

Econom ics)  Syed  Abul  A ' l a

Maududi says that Jurists have

defined the term Zakat differently

from each other.

1. Allama Ibn Qudamah says

  it is an obligatory

right in wealth. 

2. According to Abd al-Rahman

al-Jaziri 

  

to  g ive  a  spec i f ic  wea l th

according to specific conditions

to its rightful.

3.  Imam Raghib Isfahani says

some part of wealth is taken out

as a right to Allah (SWT) and

distributed to the poor.

4.  Imam Ahmed bin Hunble says

that Zakat is a right of specific

persons on specif ic  wealth

which becomes obligatory after

the passing of stipulated time.

5.  Hazrat Shah Wali Ullah in his

books   (The Conclusive
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Argument of God) writes under

the topic of "Secrets of Zakat"

(  )  " look  out when  a

calamity is struck on a poor and

he prays to Allah (SW) crying

t h e n  h i s  s h o w i n g  o f  h i s

humbleness opens the doors of

forgiveness of Allah (SWT)." He

further writes that "Alms bring

more blessings. As a result, the

fire of Al lah's (SWT) wrath is

extinguished, and punishment on

the day of judgement can be

avoided.

Obligation & Importance

Zakat is one of the basic tenets of

Islam that is obligatory on every

Muslim who has wealth over and

above the exemption limit. We

can judge its importance from the

fact that it was mandatory in all

the Shari'ah from Hazrat Adam

(AS) to Prophet Muham m ad

(PBUH). Many Quranic verses

are witness to the fact that it is

one of five pillars of Islam. Imam

Abu Hanifa said:

  



Zakat is obligatory for a free,

sane, adult, and possessing a

stipulated wealth. Here the word

  is used in the meaning of   

(obl igation)  i-e that Shar iah

orders which must be fulfilled by

every Muslim.

Zakat is no t an option or  a

r ighteous deed bu t i t  is  an

obligation and its ful filment is

compulsory. One who does not

pay Zakat is a culprit. The one

who denies its existence is a

disbeliever.  The Hadith proves

that there will  be fighting with
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Zakat disbelievers.

Quranic References for the

Obligation of Zakat

In many of Quranic verses Prayer

(  ) and Zakat (  ) have been

mentioned together. 

  .1



And establish Prayer and pay

Zakat (the Alms-due) regularly

and kneel down (together) with

those who kneel down. (2:43)

One of the attributes of  a

believer is mentioned that he

pays Zakat.

  .2



Certainly the believers have

attained their goal, Those who

becom e m ost hum bl e and

subm issive in their Prayer,

(23:1-2)

A person becomes rightful of

blessings of Allah (SWT)

when he pays Zakat.

  .3





and My Mercy encom passes

everything. So, very soon I shall

prescribe this (mercy) for those

who adopt Godwariness and pay

Zakat (the Alms-due) regularly,

(7:156)

In the Quran this has been

considered a fundamental

purpose of an Islamic State. 

  .4




(These men of Truth) are those

who, if We establish their rule in

the earth, will establish (systems

of) Prayer, (organise and control)
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paying of Zakat (the Alms-due),

en j o in  r igh te ou sn ess ( an d

piousness in the whole society)

and forbid (people from) evil. And

the result of all the endeavours is

in the control of Allah. (22:41)

  .5



And establish (the system of)

P r a ye r s  a n d  ( e n s u r e )  t h e

payment of Zakat (the Alms-due)

and  accom pl ish  (a bso l u te )

obedience to the Messenger

(blessings and peace be upon

him) so that you may be granted

mercy ( i.e. the blessings of

sovereign rule, stability, peace

and security may endure and

continue). (24:56)

  .6



Surely those who believe and do

pious acts and establish Prayer

and pay Zakat (the Alms-due)

regularly have their reward with

their Lord (2:277)

  .7



So,  ( to sustain  th is s ta tus)

establish Prayer, pay Zakat (the

Alms-due) and hold fast to (the

Embrace of) Allah. He (alone) is

your Helper (Patron). So what an

excel lent Patron and what an

excellent Helper is He! (22:78)

Hadith References for the

Obligation of Zakat

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) on

many occasions described the

importance of Zakat. In Hadith

Jibril, the Prophet (PBUH) while

explaining the Islam said about

Salat (  ) and thereafter  Zakat
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(  ). The Prophet Muhammad

(PBUH) gave Hazrat Muadh Ibn

Jabal some advice while sending

him to Yemen. It was one of

these to inform them that Allah

(SWT) has made it obligatory for

them to pay the Zakat from their

property and it is to be taken from

the wealthy among them and

given to the poor. (Sahih Bukhari

Vol. 2, Book 23, No. 478)

1.Narrated by Hazrat Abu Huraira

that Allah's Messenger (PBUH)

said, "Whoever is made wealthy

by Allah and does not pay the

Zakat of his wealth, then on the

Day of Resurrection his wealth

will be made like a bald headed

poisonous male snake with two

black spots over the eyes. The

snake will encircle his neck and

bite his cheeks and say, 'I am

your wealth, I am your treasure. 

"Then the Prophet (PBUH)

recited the holy verses:-- 'Let

not those who withhold . . .' (to

the end of the verse). (3.180)

(Sahih Bukhari Vol.2, Book 24

No. 486)

2.  Narrated by Abdullah Ibn Abi

Aufa that Whenever a person

came to the Prophet (PBUH)

with his alm s, the Prophet

(PBUH) would say, "O Allah!

Send your Blessings upon so

and so." My father went to the

Prophet (PBUH) with his alms

and the Prophet (PBUH) said,

"O Allah!  Send your blessings

upon the offspring of Abu Aufa.

      



(Sahih Bukhari Vol. 2, Book 24, No. 574)

3.  Abu Huraira reported Allah's
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Messenger (way peace be upon

him) as saying: If any owner of

gold or silver does not pay what is

due on him, when the Day of

Resurrection would come, plates

of fire would be beaten out for

him; these would then be heated

in the fire of Hell and his sides,

his forehead and his back would

b e  c a u te r ise d  w i t h  t h e m .

Whenever these cool down, (the

process is) repeated during a day

the extent of which would be fifty

thousand years, until judgement

is pronounced among servants,

and he sees whether his path is

to take him to Paradise or to Hell.

(Sahih Muslim Book 5, No. 2161)

T h e  a b o v e  h a d i t h  i s  i n

accordance to this verse of the

Quran











And those who hoard silver and

gold and do not spend it in the

cause of Allah, warn them of a

grievous torment. The Day when

this (gold, silver and wealth) will

be heated in the Fire of Hell, their

foreheads, sides and backs will

be branded with this (heated

material , and it will be said to

them:) 'This is the same (wealth)

that you treasured for (the benefit

of) your souls. So taste (this

weal th) which you had been

amassing.' (9:34-35)

Fight with the Disbelievers of

Zakat

From  the Hadith of  Prophet

Muhammad (PBUH) we know the
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end resul t of d isbel ievers of

Zakat. In the era of Hazrat Abu

Bakar (RA) some Arabic tribes

refused to pay Zakat so he (RA)

decided to fight with them. Hazrat

Umar (RA) said , how can you

f ight  with them  when these

people testify about Oneness of

Allah (SWT) and Prophethood of

Muhammad (PBUH). Then he

replied








"By Allah! I will fight those who

differentiate between the prayer

and the Zakat as Zakat is the

compulsory right to be taken from

the property (according to Allah's

orders) By Allah! If they refuse to

pay me even a she-kid which

they used to pay at the time of

Al lah's Messenger (PBUH) I

wo u l d  f ig h t  w it h  t h e m  f o r

withholding it" (Sahih Bukhari Vol.

2, Book 24, No. 483)

Upon hearing this Hazrat Umar

(RA) said


. 

"By Al lah, it was nothing, but

Allah opened Abu Bakr's chest

towards the decision (to fight) and

I came to know that his decision

was right." (Sahih Bukhari Vol. 2,

Book 24, No. 483)

Taking into considerations of the

clear pronouncements of Quran

and  Had ith ,  j u r is ts  have  a

c o l l e c t i ve  ve r d i c t  t h a t  a

d isb e l ie ve r  o f  Z a k a t  i s  a

disbeliever and an apostate.

Imam Nawawi says; "whoever
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denies the obligation of Zakat, he

has denied Allah (SWT) and His

messenger Muhammad (PBUH).

So he wi l l  be  considered a

d i s b e l i e v e r . "  ( I s l a m  K a

Qanoon-e-Mahasil by Dr. Noor

Muhammad Ghaffari)

Al lam a Ibn Hazm says: " If  a

person does not pay Zakat, Zakat

sho u l d  be  t ake n  f r om  h im

regardless of whether he likes to

pay it  or not, as denying the

obligation of Zakat is an act of

war against the Islamic system. If

he denies the obligation of Zakat,

then he is an apostate. If he hides

it, he is violating an order. Thus,

the state must punish him until he

pays Zakat or dies and becomes

l iab le fo r  A l lah's  curse  and

wrath.."

Shariah Items Subject to Zakat

Those items on which Zakat is

levied according to Shariah are

five.

1.  Gold, Silver

2. Trading Goods

3.  Agriculture Produce

4.  Livestocks (camel, cow, goat,  

sheep

5. Cash & Cash Equivalents

Conditions of Zakat

Gafif Baad Al Fatah Tabara in his

famous book Rooh-e-Islam writes

that there are four conditions for

the obligation of Zakat. Succinctly

these are as follow:

1. Assets should be in complete

ownership of the Zakat payer.

2.  That wealth should reach the

Nisaab i-e the minimum amount

required to be eligible to pay

Zakat.

3. The Nisab wealth must at least
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be owned by Zakat payers for

one lunar year.

4.  That the wealth must be in

e x c e s s  o f  n e c e s s a r y

requirements i-e must reach the

minimum amount required to pay

Zakat.

Nisab of Zakat and its Ratio

Nisab is the minimum amount of

wealth on which after the passing

of one lunar year Zakat becomes

compulsory. Normally Zakat is

pa id  in  the  m onth of  Ra ja .

Muhammad (PBUH) said Zakat is

not paid from accumulated wealth

before a year has passed.

According to Hazrat Al i (RA)

fortieth (1/40th or 2.5%) part of

wealth is to be paid as Zakat i-e

one Dirham from Forty Dirhams.

Similarly, seven and half tolas of

gold and 52 tolas of silver are

liable to Zakat.

Assets Liable to Zakat

In Islamic Economics, there are

two kinds of assets that are liable

to Zakat.

1 .Outward  Asse ts  such  as

agriculture, cow, camel, goat etc.

2. Inner Assets such as gold,

silver, trading goods

Assets not Liable to Zakat

Zakat does not apply to goods

th a t  a re  n ee de d  fo r  ba sic

livelihood. Therefore, jurists have

mentioned the following goods as

exempt from Zakat.

1. A house for personal residence

2. Clothing

3. Household Utensils

4. Livestock for riding

5. Weapons of war

6. Tools of Professionals

7. Books for reading
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8. Grain stock for eating

9. Decoration items for house

Some General Issues

1.  Intention to pay Zakat is a

Condition.

2. Charity does not fall under the

Purview of Zakat.

3. Disbelievers are subject to

Zakat.

4. Minors and slaves are not

Subject to Zakat.

5. Intellect is a condition for the

Payment of Zakat. Zakat does not

apply to insane people.

6. Zakat is not applicable to lost

Goods.

7.After payment of loan, if the

Wealth becomes less than the

Nisab then Zakat is not payable.

8. If  the loan is prior to the

Obligation of Zakat then it is not

subtracted from wealth.

9. Zakat can be paid openly or

with an announcement as both

are  p re fe rred wh il e unseen

charity is preferred.

10. Owner of wealth is to pay Zakat

only after receiving the Nisab.

11. If  a person passes away

before he gets the chance to pay

his Zakat, then the obligation for

zakat is abrogated on him.

12. If he left a will stating that he

wishes for his zakat to be paid

from his inheritance. Thus, in this

situation, a sum for the zakat

should be paid of which it is of a

third from the inheritance.

1 3 .  T h e  N isa b  a n d  Z a k a t

p a ym e n t  r a t i o  c a n n o t  b e

changed.

14. Owner of Nisab wealth can

Pay Zakat for some years in

advance.
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Disbursement of Zakat

Masara f  (  )  is  p l u ra l  o f

Masraf (  ) and its meaning is

utilisation. In context to Zakat, its

meaning is those people on

whom  Z aka t  f und s can  be

utilised. The utilisations of Zakat  

Funds are explained clearly and in

detail  in the Quran in order to

prevent disbursement of Zakat

from being restricted to the wishes

of the ruler. It is also to prevent

those greedy people who are only

concerned with getting wealth and

have no fear of Allah (SWT).

Even in the tim e of Prophet

Muham m ad (PBUH), people

wished to have a portion of

Sadaqat, but  when Prophet

Muhamm ad (PBUH) rejected

their  wish, they m ade false

accusations against him. Then

these verses of the Quran were

revealed.









Indeed alms (Zakat) are meant

for the poor and the indigent, and

those who are deployed to collect

charities and those in whose

hearts the inculcation of love for

I s l a m  i s  a i m e d  a t .  A n d ,

(moreover, spending Zakat for)

freeing of human lives (from the

yoke of slavery) and removing the

burden of those who are to pay

debt and (those who toil hard) in

the  cause  o f  Al l ah  and  the

wayfarers (is true). This (all) has

been prescribed by Allah and

Allah is All-Knowing, Most Wise.

(9:60)
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Syed Abul A'la Maududi has

explained the above mentioned

eight categories of utilisation of

Zakat Funds as follows:

1. Poor () - The person who is

dependent on someone for his

sustenance.

2. Indigent (  ) - These are all

those people who are m ore

vulnerable than general needy

persons.

3. Administrators (  ) -  These

are people who are engaged in

the administration of Zakat Funds

i-e collection, accounting, safe

keeping, disbursement.

4. Turning of Hearts (  ) -

These are those people whose

hearts are to be turned to Islam.

5. Freeing Human Lives (  ) -

Freeing of human lives from the

yoke of slavery.

6. Indebted (  ) - These are

those people if they pay their debt

out of  their weal th and their

wealth falls short of Nisab.

7. In the Cause of Allah (SWT) (

 ) - All those deeds in which

pl easure  of  A l lah (SW T)  is

sought.

8. Travel ler  (  ) -  T raveler

whether he is rich at home but

while travelling if he is in need of

help then he shall be helped from

Zakat Fund.

Categories on which utilisation

of Zakat is not permitted

1.The person who has wealth up

to Nisab except for travellers.

2. Healthy person who is able to

earn his livelihood.

3. Descendents of Hashim i-e

Sadat (  ).

4.Parents up to grandparents and
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children up to grandchildren and

other relatives who are under the

guardianship.

5. For construction of Masjid ().

6. For the burial of the dead.

7. For public welfare activities

8. To spouse

Flaws of Current System of

Zakat

Zakat is deducted on the deposits

in the banks. The rules and

regulations that are devised for

the receipt of Zakat have many

flaws, which are stated below

succinctly.

1. The threshold for deduction of

zakat is set at Rs. 3,200/- which

is incompatible with Sharia.

2. This system of Zakat is limited

to bank deposits only. People

withdraw their money from banks

before Ramzan and thus evade

the payment of Zakat.

3 .Ba n k s  d o  n o t  t a k e  in to

consideration that one lunar year

has passed on the deposits. They

deduct zakat on deposits that

have been deposited a few days

b e f o r e  R a m z a n  w h i c h  i s

incompatible with Sharia.

4.The high moral character and

high standard of  ethics a re

considered while selecting the

Zakat committee chairman rather

on l y on po l i t ica l  bases the

selection is made. 

5. The lack of  knowledge of

Sharia rules for Zakat system

results in distribution of Zakat on

political bases which is against

the tenets of Islam and the right

of  real  deserving peop le  is

usurped.

6.Islam teaches charity in a sense
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that one hand gives charity and

the other hand should not know it

but we do charity for the purpose

of self projection and for political

gain which is totally un Islamic

and the Sharia rules.

7 . T he  Sh ia  sec t  has been

exempted from this important

tenet of Islam whereas according

to Jafari Fiqh Zakat is compulsory

on them also.

Solution for f laws of Zakat

System

In Pakistan poverty and begging

are big problems. Unemployment,

class conflict, crimes and unjust

distribution of wealth is prevalent

in Pakistan. The solution of all

t h e s e  e v i l s  i s  i n  t h e

im plementation of the Zakat

system in its true spirit. Hifzur

Rehman Seoharwi in his book

  (Economic System

of Islam), writes that Islam brings

capitalist to such a state that is

moderate and equitable.

Other General Issues

1.The collection of Zakat is the

responsibility of the state and it is

to be deposited in Bait Al Mal

(  ).

2.If someone distributes his Zakat

himself to the deserving, it is

allowed.

3.Zakat should be distributed

among relatives, neighbours,

locals as far as possible. 

4.Zakat should not be sent to

remote areas without just cause.

5.Af ter  payment of Zakat, it

should not be reminded as favour

(  ).

Zakat and Tax

Abul Kalam Azad said "Zakat is a
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tax that is col lected l ike the

income tax of today." But this

definition is not correct. According

to Syed Abul A'la Maududi "about

Zakat it should be understood

that it is not a tax rather it is a

worship and one of the tenets of

Islam."

Difference between Zakat & Tax

1. There is nothing common in

Zakat and tax about utilisation,

purpose, end results.

2. First difference is in the name.

The meaning of Zakat is purity,

fertility and blessing. Whereas in

Arabic for tax, the word   is

used whose meaning is to paste,

to slap, to require.

3. Zakat is a worship that is done

to seek the pleasure of Al lah

(SWT) . Whereas tax is levied by

the state and it has nothing to do

with any worship.

4. Zakat is only levied on Muslims.

Whereas tax is levied on both

Muslims as well as non-Muslims.

5. After the collection of Zakat,

the state is bound to distribute its

large portion to deserving people.

Whereas after the collection of

tax, the state spends it to meet its

expenses.

6. Zakat is such an obligation that

is compulsory on rich people and

it cannot be rescinded. Whereas

the state can exempt any person

from the payment of tax.

7.  If the state exempts a person

from paying tax then he is free

from its obligation but Zakat is a

matter between Allah (SWT) and

the person (  ). If  the state

does not implement a system for

col lection and distribution of
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Zakat then the person is duty

bound to distribute his Zakat to

the deserving people.

8. The ratio and Nisab of Zakat is

fixed by the Prophet (PBUH) and

there is no authority and space

for any amendment in it Whereas

ratio of tax is fixed by the state

and the state has power to

change its threshold limit and its

ratio.

9. The categories for utilisation of

Zakat funds is mentioned in the

Quran and it cannot be utilised

anywhere else. Whereas the

state can spend income from tax

anywhere.

10. Incom e tax is levied on

income whereas Zakat is not

l im ited to income rather it is

levied on the total  assets of

Muslims.

11. Generally Zakat is not utilised

on rich people. Whereas tax is

received from poor people and is

spent on the luxuries of the rich

people.

12.  Zakat is a constant and an

Islamic obligation. Whereas there

is no such thing in tax as to its

exemption limit and its levy ratio.

13. There are spiritual and ethical

purposes of Zakat but there is no

such purpose of tax, it is limited to

materialistic purposes.

Is it allowed to levy Income Tax

other than Zakat?

There a re three school s o f

thoughts concerning this. 

1 .  F i r s t  sa ys  t h e r e  i s  n o

justification for any other tax in

the presence of Zakat.

2.  Second argues that the State

cannot levy any tax other than
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Zakat. However, it can increase

the ratio of Zakat.

3. Third school is of the view that

the State can levy any other tax

besides Zakat. Syed Abul A'la

Maududi has supported this third

point of view in his "Tarjuman Ul

Quran" (  ).

Objectives and Expediencies

Islamic system through Zakat

desires to achieve fo l lowing

objectives:

1.  That heart of a Muslim should

be free from  the love of th is

world.

2. That to create a sense of

achieving the pleasures and

blessings of Allah (SWT).

3.  That to acknowledge the

favours of Al lah (SWT) while

paying the Zakat.

4. That to create a passion for

spending wealth in the way of

Allah (SWT).

5. That to create a sense of

mutual love and affection for each

other between the rich and poor.

6. That to create a sense of

submission to the wil l of Al lah

(SWT) in every affair.

7. That after paying the Zakat the

remaining wealth is protected

from any loss.

8.  That to increase the wealth

and blessings.

9 . T h a t  Is l a m ic  r e l ig io n  is

protected and successful.

Economic Benefits of Zakat

System

1. Support of Public - Zakat is a

c o r n e r s t o n e  o f  I s l a m i c

Economics. Its position in the

system is like the spinal cord in a

human body. Islam through Zakat
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gives economic protection to the

poor, indigent, the needy persons

of the society. Besides this, there

is no other system that protects

the future of the rich. In this

system there are benefits and

prosperity for the entire society.

Shah Waliullah Dehlawi in his

famous book Hujjat Ul Balagha

(  )  -  The  Conc l us ive

Argument from God -  says "the

second expediency of the Zakat

is for the society. In a society

there are al l  types of people

including poor, needy, weak and

this state makes rounds among

people, today one is in this state

and tomorrow someone else is.

So if this way of helping the poor

and needy is not prevalent then

th e s e  w o u l d  b e  d e a d  b y

starvation. Further, it is necessary

for the city administration to have

such a source of wealth on which

to depend for the livelihood of the

poor, needy and themselves."

Zakat is such a beautiful loan that

Allah (SWT) is responsible for its

substitute and it  is the most

effective way of support. Abul A'la

Maududi in his book Islamic

Economics writes "In the Quran

for Zakat and Sadaqat on many

occasions the word   i-e

spend in the way of Allah (SWT)

has been used and in other

p l ace s i t  i s  a l so  sa id  t ha t

whatever you spend in the way of

Allah (SWT), it is a beautiful loan

to Al lah(SWT)." If  one thinks

deeply then it will transpire that in

real ity the goodness of every

person is associated with the

goodness of the group in which
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he lives. For example if for the

sake of support if an orphan is

raised and educated then he will

become an earning hand and if it

i s  t o  b e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  h is

upbringing and education was the

responsibility of his father and he

should have left for his son some

wealth then this child will become

a wanderer and could become

criminal. This complexity has

been solved by the One, the

name of whose book is "Quran".

This belief should be firm in every

Muslim that Allah (SWT is the

sole owner of the treasures of

heavens and the earth. 

  (ownership of the

heavens and the earth belongs to

Allah alone 57:10). According to

Professor Khurshid Ahmed that

Islam through Zakat inculcates in

a person that whatever he earns

is not due to the efforts of his

alone rather  m any forces of

nature are in work also. Further,

whole society also helps him in

thousands of ways, therefore,

there is a right of others in his

wealth. It is the duty of the rich to

help those who are left behind in

the economic race. That society

which can not help the weak and

needy, can not be said to be a

human society (  ) .

2.  Adm inist rat ion o f  Pub l ic

Support - That means Zaklat to

be collected at one place and it is

necessary that its util isation

should be from that place. This

m ea ns t ha t  co l l ec t ion  a nd

disbursement of Zakat is the

responsibility of the State and it

sh o u l d  p e r f o r m  t h i s  d u t y
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diligently.  There is a narration by

Hazrat Hasan Ibn Al i (RA) in

Musnad Ahmed Ibn Hanbal that

Prophet Muham m ad (PBUH)

used to inspect wealth collected

as Sadaqat that were kept in a

store and Hazrat Bilal (RA) was

appointed for its supervision. This

narration justifies the collection of

Zakat at a central place.

3.  Eradication of Poverty - Islam

desires the eradication of poverty

through Zakat. It is a fact that in a

society where the rich pay fortieth

par t o f  their  wea l th  fo r  the

distribution of its poor so that they

can manage their livelihood in a

respectful manner then no person

can remain poor therein. That

society becomes such a society

where they will all be able to pay

Zaka t  but  none wi l l  be  the

recipient. In this context the time

of Hazrat Umar Bin Abdul Aziz is

a big example and that is not a

thing of the past rather it can be

accomplished today also. Abul

Kalam Azad says "If Musl ims

don't do anything today, only

establish Zakat system according

to the  Quranic  Orders then

without any hesitation it can be

claimed that their all collective

problem s, diff icul ties can be

automatically solved" ( 

 ). According to

Professor Khurshid Ahmed "Islam

through Zakat system establishes

economy on sound footings and

creates mutual cooperation?"

Allama Iqbal says "Islam is such

a religion in which poor levy tax

on rich and that is not a begging

or charity rather it is lawful right of
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poor, indigent and deprived that

is due from rich and till the rich

don't pay it they are offenders

and debtors of Allah (SWT), His

Messenger (PBUH), poor and

deprived (  ). 

4.  Circulation of Wealth - One of

the biggest problem s of  the

Capitalist system is that wealth is

concentrated in few hands and

the masses become poor. Islam

desires that national  weal th

should not be circulated within a

few hands. Allah (SWT) says in

Quran:

 

(He is the One Who created for

you all that is in the earth 2:29)

 

(that (the whole wealth) may not

circulate (only) among the rich of

you 59:7). That is Allah (SWT)

has ordained Musl ims to pay

Zakat for the sustenance and

help of the helpless. Therefore,

through the system of Zakat,

national wealth goes in the hands

of different people and it is quite

sim ple that when every year

substantial amount is transferred

from rich to poor then purchasing

of essentials of life is increased,

demand for goods is increased,

production of  goods is a lso

increased and employment for

employable person is increased

and thereby whole nation wil l

p r o sp e r .  B e c a u se  so c ie t y

prospers economically through

circulation of wealth and that is

the objective of Zakat.

5.  Equitab le Dis tr ibution of

Wea l th  -  Today's im portant

e c o n o m ic  p r o b l e m  i s  t h e
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equitable distribution of wealth.

Zakat is the best system through

which the wide gap between the

rich and the poor can be reduced

because Zakat creates a system

of equitable distribution of wealth.

In the Zakat system wealth is

transferred from the rich to the

poor automatically. Therefore, in

an Islamic society no two groups

are created who have a wide gap

between their respective wealth

as is the case in the Capitalists

system where one group enjoys

all the luxuries of the world and

the other endures starvation and

poverty. Islam places this golden

principle of equitable distribution

of Zakat at its forefront. 

6.  Poverty Alleviation - Currently

in Pakistan every 5th person is

unemployed. One of the reasons

for this is that they don't have any

capital to start a business e.g.

farming, trade or handicraft. But if

they are paid from Zakat funds,

t h e y  c a n  b e  s a v e d  f r o m

unem ploym ent. Jurists have

written that "If someone wants to

adopt a profession l ike tailor,

l a u n d r y  m a n ,  b u t c h e r  o r

something else then he should be

paid enough from Zakat funds so

that he should be able to buy

tools to start a business and if

someone is a farmer then he

should be paid enough to be able

to purchase a piece of land so

that he can start farming and

through its produce he is able to

manage his affairs.

7.  Elimination of Crime - Many

cr im es or ig inate because of

poverty and hardship. When an
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affected person can't fulf il  his

legitimate requirements then he

turns to take revenge from the

society and wants to capture the

wealth of others.. If it is said that

oppressor was in the beginning

an oppressed person is not

untrue. When he tries illegitimate

ways to get his rights then this

thing m akes him  a habitual

criminal. But if  the system of

Zakat is implemented in true spirit

then crimes can be prevented.

8.  Elimination of Injustice and

Usurpation - In our country big

landholders and capitalists give

loans to small landholders and

poor people and thus make them

slaves forever. Poor because his

necessities remain under debt for

a  l i f e t im e .  Bu t  i f  Za ka t  i s

im pl em ented in the coun try

according to the principles of

Islamic Shariah then there is no

need for someone needy to beg

from capitalists or landholders.

9. Increase in National Production

- In the USA many millionaires

keep their wealth idle and don't

spend their wealth in productive

use as a result of this market

comes under recessionary cycle.

But in a society where the Zakat

system is in vogue then the

people there can't keep their

wealth idle because by paying

Zaka t  every  year  the i r  weal th

decreases. Therefore, they are forced

to invest in businesses e.g. may

establish factories or invest on the

basis of partnership or mudarabah.

The benefit of this will be that not

only it will increase their wealth but

also will provide opportunities to other

Mar-Apr  2024,  Vol. 24, Issue 02                                          AEMAGAZINE.PK

Treasure of Islamic State:Zakat                      ISLAMIC EDITION31



people to do business and thereby

national production of the country will

be increased.

10. Elimination of Begging - Islam

educates human beings to be

courageous and self respect and

inculcates the hatred for begging

because begging is an insult and

humiliation to the human soul. Ibn

'Umar (RAA) narrated that The

Messenger of Allah (?) said: "A

man who persists in begging

people to give him charity, will

come on the Day of Judgment

and there will not be a piece of

flesh on his face." (Sahih Bukhari

14 7 4 )   T h e  Za k a t  sys te m

eliminates professional beggars

because handicapped, orphans

a n d  n e e d y  a r e  p r o v i d e d

sustenance from Bait Al Mal. If

the Zakat system is implemented

according to the principles of

Islamic Shariah then begging will

be eliminated totally.

11. Solution of Concentration of

W e a l t h  -  I n  P a k i s t a n

concentration of wealth is another

important issue. This means that

a large portion of national wealth

is in the hands of few people. The

solution to this problem lies in the

system of Zakat. Because in this

system  the r ich have to pay

fortieth part of their wealth to the

poor on account of Zakat. Thus

their wealth shall not concentrate

only in their hands and because

o f  t h is  e c o n o m y sh a l l  b e

equitable and balanced. Hifzur

Rehman Seoharwi in his book

  (Economic System

of Islam), writes that Islam brings

capitalist to such a state that is
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moderate and equitable. That is it

brings a state somewhat down

from  high so that a natu ral

difference remains between the

two while keep ing a sor t of

equality. According to Afzal Ur

Rehman "In a Muslim economy, in

spi te of  the non-existence of

interest, people would never hoard

idle cash balances simply because

of 2.5% levy in the form of Zakat

which they would like to earn by

investing their funds and pay Zakat

of 2.5% out of their profit.(Economic

Doctrines of Islam)"

12. End of Class Conflict - Rich of

whose nation feels the discomfort

of  i ts poor and  a  sense  o f

practical help to them, and where

assistance is provided to the

de se r v in g  in d iv id u a l  a f t e r

searching for them, then not only

are the weak and sick sectors of

th e  na t io n  p r o te c ted  f ro m

destruction but the col lective

welfare remains intact. A class

confl ict does not arise, which

general ly takes place due to

unemployment and starvation.

13.  Cure of Hoarding - One of the

fu nd a me nt a l  i ss u es  o f  t h e

economy is hoarding. The Zakat

s y s t e m  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r

elimination of this curse and is an

excellent help and assistance for

the creation of an ideological

society. In the system of Zakat

there is a solution to al l  the

economic problems of any society.

14 .  Is  Za ka t  a n  In d ivid ua l

Responsibil ity or a Col lective

Concern - Islam has declared

Zakat as one of the fundamental

principles of Islam and a worship.
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It is an obligation on Muslims that

they must consider it a sacred

religious obligation and fulfil it by

obeying  the o rder  o f  A l l ah

(SWT)of Allah (SWT) to achieve

His pleasures so that this act of

paying Zakat is accepted in real

sense in His presence. It is an

obligation ordained by Allah (SWT): 





(Whereas they were commanded

to worship only Allah, making

their Din (faith and devotion)

sincerely His (dissociating from

every falsehood), to establ ish

Prayer and to pay Zakat (the

Alms-due) regularly. And this is

t h e  s t r a ig h t  a n d  f i r m  D in

(Re l ig ion) .98 :5 ) . Zaka t is a

responsibility and obligation of

Muslims and Allah (SWT) has

made it obligatory for them. As he

fulf i ls his obl igations then he

deserves the Blessings of Allah

(SWT). As a result, he will belong

to the blessed and for tunate

people for whom Allah (SWT)

states in the Quran that angels will

say to them, "Enter the paradise ".




(The angels take their lives while

they are pure, clean, pleased and

contented (due to obedience and

piety. The angels tell them the

moment they take their lives:)

'Peace  be  upon you . En te r

Paradise due to (the pious deeds)

that you used to do.' 16:32). In

Zakat besides worship there are

high humanity, moral and spiritual

objectives that are pointed out in

the  Quran  and  Had ith  and

Mar-Apr  2024,  Vol. 24, Issue 02                                          AEMAGAZINE.PK

Treasure of Islamic State:Zakat                      ISLAMIC EDITION34



research ers o f  Is l a m  have

explained these in detail . The

benefits of Zakat are not only of

equal ity; rather these are of

equality as well as every kind of

equity and fu l l  of  long term

effects. Further, these benefits

are not only on individual level  

but also on a col lective level.

When individuals receive Zakat

then the whole society benefits

thereby because social peace

and justice is achieved and

society level problems are solved.

15. System of Zakat in Pakistan -

Gen. Muhammad Zia Ul  Haq

announced  Zaka t and  Ushr

Ordinance on 20th June 1980.

According to this ordinance Zakat

is received every year in the

month of Ramadan.



Hadith on Zakat



 " 







" 
Narrated Ibn Abbas (may Allah be

pleased with him): The Prophet

(peace be upon him) said, "The

Zakat al-Fitr is prescribed to purify

the fasting person from indecent

words or actions, and to help the

poor and needy. It is a duty for

those who fast to pay it before

performing the Eid prayer; but it

can be paid before the prayer of

Eid al-Fitr (is offered). Whoever

pays it after the prayer of Eid

al-Fitr is paying regular charity

(Sadaqah) only."  (Sunan Abi

Dawud)
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F o r  m i l l i o n s  o f  M u s l i m s

worldwide, the Hajj, or pilgrimage

to Mecca, is a spiritual journey

that carries great significance.

This holy journey, mandated by

Allah in the Quran, is one of the

five pillars of Islam and must be

made by those who can afford it

and are physical ly capable of

doing so. Beyond its customs and

cerem onies, the Haj j  has a

d e e p e r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a n d

represents fa ith , un ity, and

introspection for believers.

Historical Context:

The Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham)

and his son Prophet Ism a' il

(Ishmael) were given the order by

Al lah to build the Kaaba, the

hallowed temple of worship in

Mecca, which is where the Hajj

got its start. The Hajj rites honour

the sufferings and offerings made

by these esteemed prophets,

emphasising various themes.

Allah says in the Holy Quran; 







(Commitment to pilgrimage is

m ade in appo inted m onths.

Whoever commits to performing

pilgrimage, let them stay away

from  intim ate relations, foul

language, and arguments during

pilgrimage. Whatever good you

do, Allah fully knows of it. Take
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necessary provisions for the

journey- surely the best provision

is righteousness. And be mindful

of Me, O  people of reason!)

Surah Al-Baqarah (2:197)

Spiritual Importance:

Through acts of worship and

devotion, travellers on the Hajj

can  de ep en  th e i r  sp i r i tua l

connection to Allah. Tawaf, or the

seven-time circumambulation of

the Kaaba while reciting prayers

and supplications, marks the start

of the pilgrimage and signifies the

believer's recognition of Allah's

omnipresence and magnificence.

This worship practice reminds

p i l g r im s  o f  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l

responsibil ities and cultivates

humility and reverence.

Unity of Ummah:

The Hajj is a potent symbol of the

Ummah (community) of Muslims

com ing together. Mil l ions of

Muslims from al l  walks of l ife

gather in Mecca to carry out the

same rites and prayers, bridging

cultural and geographic divides

regardless of nationality, ethnicity,

or social standing. This shared

e xp e r ie n c e  h ig h l i g h t s  t h e

essential  Islamic pr inciple of

equality and strengthens the ties

of brotherhood and sisterhood

among Muslims.

Allah says in the Holy Quran; 


  











Complete the pilgrimage and

minor pilgrimage for Allah. But if
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prevented from proceeding, then

offer whatever sacrificial animals

you can afford. And do not shave

your heads until the sacrificial

animal reaches its destination.

But if any of you is ill or has a

scalp ailment requiring shaving,

then com pensa te  e i the r  by

fasting, charity, or a sacrificial

offering. In times of peace, you

may combine the pilgrimage and

minor pilgrimage then make the

sacrificial offering you can afford.

Whoever cannot af ford that

offering, let them fast three days

during pilgrimage and seven after

returning home-completing ten.

These offerings are for those who

do not l ive near the Sacred

House. And be mindful of Allah,

and know that Allah is severe in

punishment.)

Surah Al-Baqarah (2:196)

Equality and Humility:

Every pilgrim wears the Ihram

during the Hajj ; this is a basic

garment that represents equality

and pur ity before Al lah. The

uniform clothing blurs the lines

between m oney and status,

highlighting Islam's emphasis on

modesty and humility. Walking

quickly between the hills of Safa

and Marwah, pilgrims conduct the

Sa'i, following in the footsteps of

Prophet Ibrahim's wife Hajar (also

known as Hagar), who went in

quest of water for  her infant

Isma'il. This deed honours Hajar's

steadfast faith and endurance,

emphasising the need of patience

and faith in Allah.

Remembrance of the Hereafter:

Pil gr im s ge t the chance to

consider the fleeting nature of life

and the f inal  journey to the

Her ea f t e r  d ur in g  th e  H a j j .
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Gathered on the plains of Arafat,

p i l g r im s o f f e r  p rayers  a nd

expressions o f  repentance ,

pleading for  pardon for  their

transgressions and failings. All

souls would be held accountable

for their deeds on the Day of

Judgement, which is symbolised

by the group prayers and rites.

Pilgrims are encouraged by this

contemplation to make a daily

ef for t towards hol iness and

spiritual purity.

Universal Brotherhood:

Beyond Mecca's boundaries, the

Hajj spirit nurtures understanding

and  c om passion  f o r  a l l  o f

humanity. The deed of stoning

the devil at Mina represents the

victory of faith over temptation

and the rejection of evil. In an act

of  k indness and generosity,

p i l g r im s p resen t  sac r i f ic ia l

animals to the less fortunate in

order to share the blessings of

Eid al-Adha. This altruistic and

compassionate attitude promotes

social justice and solidarity with

the underprivileged, embodying

the global ideals of Islam.

The Hajj is a profound spiritual

event that embodies Islam; it is

m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  a

ce re m on ia l  t re k .  T he  H a j j

encourages fa ith, unity, and

introspection via its customs and

traditions, leading believers on a

l i f e - c h a n g i n g  p a t h  o f

sel f - real ization and spiritual

enlightenment. After completing

the Haj j, pilgrims return home

with a fresh outlook on life and a

determination to live according to

Islamic principles, pursuing piety

an d  j u s t ic e  in  a l l  o f  t h e i r

undertakings. 
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